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Born 1982 - Maitland, Australia

Shonah Trescott was born in 1982 in Maitland NSW Australia. She studied a Diploma of fine arts at the 

‘Hunter Institute of Technology Newcastle’ after which she achieved a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Na-

tional Art School in Sydney graduating in 2005. At the completion of her studies she won several art 

scholarships including the ‘Martin Bequest traveling Art Scholarship’ and a residency at the ‘Cite Interna-

tionale des Arts, Paris’. After her residency in Paris she has lived permanently in Europe. She is now based 

in Berlin where she is actively exhibiting throughout Europe, the United States and Japan. She is exhibit

ing in ‘Galerie Eigen+Art’ Berlin and Leipzig and ‘Ando Gallery’ Tokyo, Japan.
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PROJECT STATEMENT

Ernest Shackleton

TThe Arctic is recorded to be warming roughly twice as fast as the global average. It is a place where the restless modern 
man reveres as wild and synonymous with the power of nature. It is where we perceive the vastness and severity of the    
wilderness. Yet the the Arctic also o ers cold white proof of a modern paradox: that we have summoned destructive forces 
we cannot recall. The Arctic is one of the worlds least explored and understood places, its seas and lands are vast, grand 
and fragile, but this regions is anything but inviolate. And paradoxically the speed at which it is changing holds the key to 
the riches the riches of the North and many cultural, environmental and geopolitical implications. The fact that this change is man 
made in unprecedented and scientists scramble to understand the consequences in store.

Ny-Alesund is a special place in the high Arctic, huddled on the coast of the icy Fjords of Norway’s island of Svalbard. The 
worlds most Northerly settlement is run as an international base for scientific research for ten countries. Norway, Germany, 
France, Britain, the Netherlands, Italy, Japan, South Korea, India and China all have research bases in this village for        
scientists and others passing through. Clouds, ozone, geese, reindeer, polar bears, seismology, zoo plankton, permafrost, 
sea ice, glaciers and pollutants are a few on the list of that which studied in depth as indicators to a changing world.
Beneath the sBeneath the scenic surface of this frozen landscape lies another history rooted in human exploration and exploitation.     
European explorers, sailers, hunters, fur trappers and whalers used these shores for riches as early as the 17th century. But 
the Arctic wilderness is also rich in natural resources and has long been dotted and scarred by coal ming communities and 
structural remains. Through these lands, above and below the surface presents a remarkable story of twentieth century 
man’s struggle against the elements and our present technocratic society’s challenge to fathom the speed and implications 
of this changing place.

IIn conjunction with the ‘Alfred-Wegener-Institut für Polar and Meeresforschung’ and the ‘Hanse-Wisseschaftskolleg Institute 
for Advanced Study’, shonah Trescott and Osvaldo Budet embarked on a month long expedition as artists in residence to 
the ‘AWIPEVKoldeway Station’ Arctic Research base in Ny- Ålesund, Svalbard. Here they engaged and lived with the     
community and the scientists working there to respond to the physical and political dimensions of the changing polar      
environments stressed by profligate human activity. Through drawing, painting, photography and documentary film making 
Shonah Shonah Trescott and Osvaldo Budet used this white stage as a subject to explore their interests with the idea that the  
landscape is a construct or reflection of our culture and interests of the system we inhabit. Fascinated by the local            
environment, history and coal mining period of Ny-Ålesund Shonah Trescott explored her own personal story;; her European 
and Scandinavian ancestors who were ship builders and coal miners.

Through painting the landscape and the hidden myths stories Shonah Trescott observations brings abstraction and          
figuration together, maintaining oppositions and at other times undoes them. Inviting us to notice the great concern in her 
work which she pursues: addressing painting as a medium to explore the nature of appearance and the capacities of vision 
between narrative and abstraction. She evokes her intention that one should look around us to discover contradictions and 
connections, continuities and breaks. Osvaldo Budet captured a month of footage in Ny-Älesund documenting
the daily lithe daily lives of the community living in and engaging with this remote and fragile place. He followed the activities and   
research of the scientific community and recorded the thoughts and questions between artists and scientists as they arose;; 
similarly as they collate collect record and question what it is they have come to discover. Above all ‘Drawn into the light’ is 
an expedition into the imagination- inciting, personal, intimate and provocative. To account, document, archive and share a 
story woven in ice. This collaboration between art and science both challenges and inspires a symbiotic contact with the 
world aworld around us. While Shonah Trescott focused on painting, and Osvaldo Budet focused on film the work the artists have 
been developing from this Arctic Expedition also features light box paintings, photographs, sculpture, screen prints and a 
documentary film.


